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381. Proposed by L. E. DICKSON, Ph. D., The University of Chicago. 

Construct a right triangle with given hypotenuse h, and having an inscribed square 
of side 12 with a side lying along the hypotenuse. Show further that the minimum value 
of h is 36, the triangle being then isosceles. 

Solution by 6. W. GREENWOOD, B. A. (Oxon), Professor oi Mathematics and Astronomy in MoKendree Col- 
lege, Lebanon, 111. 

Call an acute angle of the triangle a. Then A=12cota+12-f-12tana= 
12[l + 2/sin2a]. 

Ji is a minimum when sin2a=l, i. e., when a=45°, the triangle then being 
isosceles, and the value of h being 36. 

Also solved by 8. A. Corey, A. H. Holmes, E. A. Wells, G. I. Hopkins, G. B. M. Zerr, B. L. Sher- 
wood, J. Soheffer, L. E. Newoomb, and Grace M. Bareis. 

282. Proposed by G. B.M. ZEEE, A. M., Ph. D„ Parsons, West Va. 

At the ends of a focal chord CC of a parabola are drawn the normal chords CD, 
CD'. Prove that DD' is parallel to CC and equal to three times its length. 

I. Solntion by F. D. POSET, A. B., San Mateo, Caliiornia. 

Let the equation of the parabola referred to its axis and the tangent at the 
vertex be y^—iax, let (Ji, k), (h', k') be the coordinates of the points C and C", 
respectively, and y=m(x—a) the equation of GG'. 

The tangent at C is k'y=2a(x + h') whose slope is 2a /It'. Since CD is 
perpendicular to the tangent at G and since the tangents at G and G' are perpen- 
dicular to each other, GD is parallel to the tangent at 0'. The equation of the 
normal at G has therefore the slope 2a/k', and since it passes through the point 
(h, k) its equation is y—k=(2a/k')(x—h). 

By solving this last equation simultaneously with y i =4ax the coordinates 
of the point D are found to be, after reducing, 



ah+k' z -kk' 



, 2k'-k) = (jp,q). 



The same method gives the values of the coordinates (p', q') of D. The 

slope of the line through D and D' is—, — — , which after substituting the above 

k' — k 
results reduces to j-, — j-=>w, since (Ji, k)(h', k') both satisfy y=m(x— «). .-. DD' 

is parallel to GG. 

By substituting the values obtained iorp,q,p', q', in |/[(J>— p')* +{q— 2')*] 
the latter reduces to 3^l(h-h'y + (k-k'y] ; .-. DD'=3CC. 

II. Solution by E. A. WELLS, Bellevue College. Bellevue, Neb. 

Let the tangents at G, G meet in A ; denote the intersection of CD with 

CD' by G ; draw BGE parallel to the axis of the parabola, meeting CD' in E. 

The tangents GA, G'A are perpendicular to each other; as also are the 



